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Ms Jane Grant 

Chief Executive 

Greater Glasgow and Clyde NHS Board 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde Corporate HQ 

J B Russell House 

Gartnavel Royal Hospital Campus 

1055 Great Western Road 

GLASGOW 

G12 0XH 

19 March 2018 

RE: Proposal to relocate the Glasgow Adult Haemophilia and Thrombosis 

Comprehensive Care Centre 

Dear Ms Grant, 

Haemophilia Scotland (SCIO) is the Scottish charity for individuals and families with inherited 

bleeding disorders such as Haemophilia, von Willebrands, rarer clotting factor deficiencies, 

and platelet disorders.  We provide information, support, and advocacy services for our 

community across Scotland.  We are also a founder member of the Scottish Inherited 

Bleeding Disorders Network (SIBDN), the relevant National Managed Clinical Network. 

It recently came to our attention that NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (NHSGGC) are 

considering a proposal to relocate the Glasgow Adult Haemophilia and Thrombosis 

Comprehensive Care Centre within the Glasgow Royal Infirmary. The centre one of only two 

Comprehensive Care Centres (CCC) and the largest Haemophilia Centre in Scotland. Many 

patients outside the NHSGGC area rely on services provided by the Centre and the quality 

of its services are nationally significant.  

My purpose in writing is to find out some details about this proposal and the consultation 

process. 

At this stage, our specific questions are, 

1. How are the patients who rely on the Centre going to be include in the decision-

making process?  Haemophilia Scotland believes that no decision that affects a 

group of patients should be taken without their involvement (no decision about us 

without us) in the same way that no decision about an individual patient should be 

taken without them (no decision about me without me).  
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2. Which organisations/groups do you intend to consult with? We would respectfully 

suggest that Haemophilia Scotland, the SIBDN, and the West of Scotland 

Haemophilia Group should be included as a minimum. 

 

3. Improvements in treatment mean that the life expectancy of people with inherited 

bleeding disorders is longer now than it has ever been.  This means that there is a 

trend of increasing numbers of registered patients at all Scottish Haemophilia 

Centres.  Can you assure us that any new accommodation for the Glasgow Adult 

Haemophilia and Thrombosis Comprehensive Care Centre would be larger than the 

current facilities to provide for the increasing patient numbers?  What work has been 

done to assess the current and future accommodation needs of the Centre? 

 

4. As a result of the improving life expectancy of people with inherited bleeding 

disorders, the average age of a bleeding disorders patient in Scotland is increasing.  

Older patients are more likely to have reduced mobility caused by joint damage as a 

result of their condition. Advantages of the current location include its proximity to 

parking facilities, the ease with which it can be found, and being located on the 

ground floor.   Can you give any assurances that patients would not have to walk 

further from the parking facilities or use steps to access any new facilities? 

 

5. All Haemophilia CCCs are regularly audited by the United Kingdom Haemophilia 

Centre Doctors’ Organisation (UKHCDO).  The accommodation of the Centre will be 

audited as part of this process. Will any proposal for relocation be evaluated against 

the UKHCDO audit criteria? 

 

6. It is vital the irregular users of the service, such as those with milder bleeding 

disorders, and first time users, such as young people transitioning from paediatric 

services or those diagnosed in adulthood, can find the Centre easily.  How would any 

change in location be communicated to both patients and visitors?   

Thank you for your attention.  

Yours sincerely, 

    

Dan Farthing-Sykes 

CEO, Haemophilia Scotland 


