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Dear Minister,

Thank you for your letter of the 21 May about the Infected Blood Inquiry. We are writing as three of
the core participant charities recognised by the Infected Blood Inquiry.

As you correctly identify, several months have now elapsed without any substantive action following
our meeting with your predecessor. It is welcome that you have now been briefed and have had an
initial conversation with Nadine Dorries MP, the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the
Department of Health and Social Care.

We are writing today to urge you not to fall into the trap of only discussing these issues with the
Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC). As we are sure you are aware, the DHSC have no
responsibility for the infected blood support schemes in Scotland, Wales, or Northern Ireland. We
urge you to maintain the same level of dialogue with the Ministers and Departments for health in
the devolved nations. There are now people in all four nations of the UK who would be better off if
they were under the jurisdiction of a different scheme.

We also respectfully suggest that you should maintain the same level of dialogue with the Treasury
as it seems clear to us that no significant progress towards greater party of support will be made
without new money.

Yours sincerely,

Bill Wright
Chair
Haemophilia Scotland

John Rice
Convenor
Scottish Infected Blood Forum

Simon Hamilton
Chair
Haemophilia Northern Ireland


