
 

 

            
 
Rt Hon Nadhim Zahawi MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London SW1A 2HQ 
 
8th July 2022 
 
 
Dear Mr Zahawi 
 
INFECTED BLOOD COMPENSATION – Treasury response to the appearance of Sir Robert Francis at 
the Infected Blood Inquiry. 
 
As charities seeking to support people with bleeding disorders across England, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, we write to you as Chancellor to act as a matter of urgency and announce positive 
Treasury support for the recommendations of Sir Robert Francis QC, particularly on interim 
compensation for those who may not witness the end of the, so far, five year long Infected Blood 
Inquiry (IBI).  
 
As you will be aware, Sir Robert was appointed by the Paymaster General to report on possible 
compensation structures for victims of infected blood. Since the IBI was announced there have been 
419 further deaths across the UK up until Feb 2022. 
 
He is due to appear in person at the IBI on Monday which will attract considerable interest. Sir 
Robert will present before IBI Chair, Sir Brian Langstaff, the finding of his own review into 
compensation. It makes recommendations on a compensation framework for the Government to 
apply. 
 
We write to you for two reasons. Firstly, it is now two years since the then Paymaster General Penny 
Mordaunt, as the Inquiry’s commissioning Minister, wrote to the then Chancellor. She warned that 
“Experience of other Inquiries suggests that early action could save the Government significant legal 
costs as well as provide victims with compensation as soon as possible”. 
 
Secondly, during the Inquiry there has been repeated evidence, from former Ministers and senior 
civil servants, that the Government Department that has repeatedly slowed down any ideas for 
Government financial recognition for those who were infected, has been the Treasury. Unless the 
Treasury signals a new direction and sense of urgency, the despair, loss and hopelessness felt by 
those ‘victims’ caught up in this scandal will simply be compounded. 
 



 

 
So, in line with the call from Penny Mordaunt on ‘compensation as soon as possible’, we urge you to 
demonstrate your commitment to taking a new direction and resolving this matter by: - 
 

 Responding to Sir Robert’s recommendation for interim payments without any further delay. 
 

 Setting out your timeline for when you expect the Treasury will build in sufficient provisions 
in its budget to meet the compensation levels in the UK, commensurate with those in 
Ireland as set out by the Paymaster General in her letter of 13th July 2020 and largely in line 
with the framework Sir Robert indicates. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Yours sincerely. 
 
 
 

              
 
Simon Hamilton   Clive Smith    Bill Wright 
Chair, Haemophilia NI  Chair, The Haemophilia Society   Chair, Haemophilia Scotland 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            


