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The Rt. Hon Alex Burghart 

Parliamentary Secretary (Cabinet Office) 

The Cabinet Office  

70 Whitehall  

London 

 

1st December 2022 

 

Dear Mr Burghart 

PARLIAMENT DEBATE ON THE IBI AND COMPENSATION FRAMEWORK 

I write on behalf of Haemophilia Scotland, the registered charity seeking to support people with 

bleeding disorders in Scotland.  As a core participant in the Infected Blood Inquiry, we have given 

evidence both directly to the Inquiry and to Sir Robert Francis KC in relation to the Compensation 

Framework Study. 

We watched your contribution to the above debate that took place on November 24th and clearly 

recognise that your own involvement as a Minister in the infected blood story is very recent.  

Nevertheless, as the Government spokesman responding to Members’ questions, you will by now 

appreciate that the debate and the Government response has provoked considerable anguish 

amongst those affected by this scandal and for their representatives.  

There has been extensive evidence presented during the Infected Blood Inquiry of successive 

Governments obfuscating when responding to those affected by the disaster.  This lack of 

transparency over many decades has only compounded to the hurt, frustration and deep mistrust 

caused. Expectations have been repeatedly raised and then dashed, so we urge you to avoid 

continuing the same trend.  

In order to provide assurances that work has indeed been undertaken since Sir Robert Francis KC 

delivered his Compensation Framework Study on the 14th March 2022, we ask you to respond to the 

following queries and provide some clarity on the progress the Government has made thus far.  

• Can you please confirm what month the Government intends to publish its response given the  

original intention was to be in advance of the publication? 

• Does the Government intend to deliver this response in stages as work progresses or will this 

be in full? 

• Does the Government intend to release a public update once the final oral submissions for 

the Inquiry conclude in February 2023? 
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• Does the Government intend, as recommended in the compensation framework, to recognise 

those parents, sons, daughters, carers and estates who have yet to be compensated?  Has any 

progress been on the creation of a registration database so that these groups could receive 

interim compensation prior to the end of the Inquiry.  This measure would send a clear signal 

that the Government are truly intent upon a full and fair response.  

• Is the Government considering further interim payments to those infected and bereaved 

individuals who are nearing end of life diagnosis or are particularly vulnerable?  

• During the debate you stated that “Officials are now working together across Government to 

produce options for compensation”.  Can you please expand on this in relation to the 

following:  

o Who are the Officials involved and how many are there? 

o What information are they gathering? 

o Which Ministerial Departments are included in this work and are Ministers within 

these Departments being updated on the progress made? 

o Have the Devolved Governments been involved in these discussions and if not when 

do you expect them to be included? 

o Has there been any contact made with relevant charities and campaign groups 

relating to the Inquiry?  We are not aware of any such contact being made. 

Your opening statement during the debate was that “the Government absolutely hear loud and clear 

what has been said today” and we hope you can clearly hear the many concerns highlighted above in 

relation to a lack of Government response.  We hope that by acknowledging these queries you can 

provide greater clarification on the progress being made and that some hope is afforded to those who 

have lost faith in successive Government responses to date.   

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Bill Wright 

Chair, Haemophilia Scotland  

 


